
ANNUAL REPORT
A newsletter published by the Darien Land Trust, an independent, non-profit organization

Darien Land Trust   P.O. Box 1074   Darien, CT 06820   •   203.655.4148   •   www.darienlandtrust.org

A Tribute To Our Supporters And Volunteers
From Chris Filmer, President

The sheer beauty of this year’s spring & summer 
nature show reminded me of how grateful I am to 
live in this special town. 

Darien, with more than 100 charitable organizations, 
must surely be one of the most generous places in the 
nation.  We at the Darien Land Trust are fortunate 
and proud to be one of the beneficiaries of this spirit.  

Our charge is the preservation of open space and its 
natural health.  Thanks to your wonderful support, 
our 24 volunteer Trustees are able to:

• Raise funds for conservation
• Control those funds and fiscal compliance 
• Take care of our land and improve wild life 

habitats on behalf of the public and future 
generations

• Acquire open space in Darien
• Shine our light on the community through our 

outreach activities

And they do it all happily blurring the lines between 
work, home and conservation.  They fulfill their 
function and make no claim.  At this time of year we 
are truly grateful to each and every one of them.

We hope to see you at our Annual Meeting on 
November 10th at 5pm at Wee Burn Country 
Club.  Curt Johnson, Executive Director of Save the 
Sound will present “Links to the Sound: Pathways to 
Recovery”.

Fall 
2013



2 • FALL • 2013 LAND REVIEW www.darienlandtrust.org

DARIEN LAND TRUST ANNUAL REPORT

Assets
Current Assets: 

LiAbiLities And net Assets
LiAbiLities:

net Assets:

Cash and equivalents
Investments
Pledges receivable
Other current assets

$657,355
980,225

5,000
1,499

$652,015
993,275

5,000
1,528

Land and conservation
easements 24,629,634 22,679,634

Accounts payable
Accrued liabilities

2,596
7,867

$22,576
6,915

Unrestricted
Land and conservation
Easements

$1,641,355
—

24,629,634

$1,614,588
—

22,679,634

Total Current Assets $1,651,818 $1,644,079

Total Assets $26,281,452 $24,323,713

Total Liabilities 10,463 $29,491

Total Net Assets $26,270,989 $24,294,222

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $26,281,452 $24,323,713

2013B a l a n c e  S h e e t 2012

Years ended June 30 2013 and 2012

stAtements of ACtivities
revenue And support: 

expenses:

Land gifts
Membership
Investment income, including unrealized gains (losses) 
Contributions and grants
Contributions for land acquisition

  $           —
135,895
22,538

—
1,950,000

$ 1,750,000
141,258
22,045
8,340

—

Program services
Management and general
Fundraising

$  116,371
15,837
14,831

$    118,338
15,610
12,416

Total Revenue and Support $2,123,806 $1,921,643

Total Expenses $147,039 $146,364

Increase (decrease) in net assets $1,976,767 $1,775,279

Net Assets—beginning of year $24,294,222 $22,518,943

Net Assets—end of year $26,270,989 $24,294,222

2013 2012
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Darien Land Trust Donor List 2012-2013

This annual report serves to recognize and thank the donors to our 2012-2013 Annual Campaign.
We have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this list and apologize for any inadvertent errors or omissions.

Guardian

Kara and Bill Bohnsack
Karen and Douglas Calby
Meredith and Whitney George
Shelley and Graham Goldsmith
Huffard Family Fund
Ximena and Raul Riveros
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory T. Willis

Preservationist

Ginger and Howard Morgan
Mary Shannon and Dwight Scott
Eileen and Tad Smith

Conservator

Cathy and Don Allman
Cornelia T. Bailey
Jean and Bob Baker
Debby and Mark Blackman
Nancy and Pete Buck
The Country Club of Darien,Inc.
Mardi and David Durkin
Mr. Eric N. Ferguson
Amy and Joseph Gold
Dee and Ned Goodnow
Karyn & Thad Hall
Wendy and Richard Hokin
Michael Huebsch & Suzanne    
   Hooper
Laura and Ethan James
Dot and Dave Kelly
Katie Kidder
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen E. Milman
Dale and John O’Brien
John B. Osborn
The Peninsula Charities Foundation II
Rob Perkin
Missy and Mark Radin
Katharine Ramsden
The Roxe Foundation
Lynette and David Snow
Trish Carroll and Dick Strahota
The Weil Foundation
Maeve and Steve Zamsky

environmentalist

Anne and Peter Ardery
Joan and Ed Barksdale
Susan Benedict
Mary and Jay Bennett
Laurie and Brian Bessey
Susie and Jim Brewer
Hannah and John Burge
Audrey and Hayden Cadwallader
Margot and David Congdon
Emily and Ron D’Andrea
Sue & Tom De Nunzio

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Fiske, Jr.
Samuel Fuller
Penny and Ed Glassmeyer
Gokgol-Kline
Linda and Charlie Goodyear
Rachel and Jake Hennemuth
Kim and Chuck Harper
Pam and Mark Hollis
Kate and Robert Keith
Barbara and Peter Kelly
Jackie and Robert Leonard
Ann Mandel
Carlye and Mario Manna
Lulu and John McPhee
Karin and Lennart Mengwall
Belinda B. and James Metzger
Hillary and Dale Miller
Sally Nightingale
O’Herron Family Foundation
Jane and David Ott
Sue and Jim Ozanne
Mary and Bill Rooney
Adrienne and Willson Ropp
Amy and Joe Sarbinowski
The Schlinkert Family
Stephanie and Jim Seaborg
Anne and Alan Shaw
Pam and Tom Spellane
Merrill and Richard van den Broek
Molly O’Brien Watkins
Terrie and Jay Wood
Susan and George Wyper

ProteCtor

Margaret and Robert Arrix
Balloch Family
Lois and Bob Baylis
Gaily and John Beinecke
Bob and Stacey Bewkes
Darcy and Reynolds Burgund
Sandra and Doug Campbell
Amy and John Cholnoky
Theresa and Ed Cosden
Mr. and Mrs. D. Blair Crump
Marina and Keith Davey
The Devita Family
Sally and Joe Dixon
Marjorie and Ian Duncan
Thyra Elliott
Pamela and  Frank Farley
Pam and Bruce Ferguson
Lynne and Mark Florian
Holly and Warren Friend
Carol and Ward Glassmeyer
Nancy and Stephen Gramps
Carolyn and Chris Halabi
Susan and Bill Helman

Marne  and Ray Hodil
Anne and Seeley Hubbard
Betty and Kirk Jewett
Susan and David Kanigan
Deborah McLean & Keith Kearney
Elizabeth and Michael Klein
Annette Madden-Kline and 
Douglas Kline
The Lang Family
Kathy and John Lavery
Susan and Peter Lawrence
Tara and Réal Leclerc
Leslie and Basil Lyden
Sally and Kevin MacGuire
Rita Marber
Caroline and David Marren
Beth Marren
Carol Matton
Melanie and Thomas McGlade
Eleanor and Colin McKay
Joan and Bob Meyjes
Anu and Martin Milewski
Gwen and Harvey Mogenson
Katharine & Kenneth Mountcastle
Martha-Reed and John Murphy
Sophie and Thomas Murphy
Kristen and Chip Nelson
Mr. John Wood Oldrin
Susan and Bruce Orr
Patty and Al Palmer
Lynn and George Reilly
Tibby and Frank Rosenberry
Deepika and Sunil Saksena
Elizabeth and Alex Salvi
Georgia and Ed Schmidt
Sarah and John Schmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Seidler, Jr.
Hope and Paul Spillane
Katie and Eric Stein
Kathryn Stewart
Melinda and Tarun Stewart
Christie and Rick Stone
Annmarie and Frank Taylor
Jean and Doug Traver
Lee and Paul Tregurtha
Dana and Tom Ungerland
Mr. & Mrs. Stuart B. Upson
Tricia and Mark Vanacore
Kathy and Kevin Walsh
Holly and Michael Watts
Christopher Weihs
Missy and Travis West
Craig and Julie Whiting

steward

Stephen & Chris Alliegro
Billie and Peter Anker

Sally and Bill Banks
Trish and Dave Barton
Lois and Richard Berry
Susan Bhirud
Kathy and Nick Blackman
Jean Ann and Dick Bollman
Angela Bothwell
Dulcy and Spencer Brainard
Nancy and Russ Brewer
Lynne Brooks
Alison and Roderick Brush
Linda and Tom Carruthers
Marian and George Castell
Mrs. Richard Cheswick
Mr. & Mrs. Edward P. Clarke
Debbie and John Colon
Elizabeth Conover
Dick Constable
Alice and Daniel Cooney
Sandy and John Coots
Lynn Cordner
Cindy and Jim Cuminale
Nancy Dauk
Polly Davis
The DeAngelis Family
Beth and Jim Degnan
The Doering Family
Sandra and Charles Drimal
Margaret and Tom Dunn
Martha and Bill Durkin
Melinda and Joe Duwan
Pam and David Dysenchuk
Yvette & Pieter Eenkema van Dijk
Charlotte and Duke Felt
Linda and Craig Ferguson
Sandy and Chris Filmer
First Congregational Church- 
   Nursery School
Avery and Rob Flowers
Robert Flynn
Wendy and Stan Forkner
Jennifer and Graham Foster
Diane Fuller
Dorris and Max Gahwyler
Cathy and Frank Gallagher
Garden Club of Darien
Heather and Louis Gesualdi
Allyson and Peter Getsinger
Mr. & Mrs. Salvatore Giannetti
Mrs. David G. Gill
Cynthia and Steve Gorey
Mr. and Mrs. E. Grisanti
Judy Groppa
The Hagey Family
Susan and Jeff Hamill
Robin and Darrell Harvey
Martha and Tom Hayne
Judy and Bill Holding
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Meg Ricci and Gary Holmes
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Hord
Holly and Gordon Hough
Michelle and Jeffrey Hudson
Reese Hutchison
Laura E. Ingraham
Susan and David Kanigan
Lois and John Karcher
Lynn and Dennis Kelly
Kelly Associates
Kathy and Pete Kenyon
Kim and Gil Kernan
Courtney and George Khoury
Paul Kunz
The Larson Family
Leslie and Terry Laughren
Cate and Bill Leach
Kelly and Greg Lesko
Rick Littlefield
Pam and Jim Love
Karen and Tim Macdonald
Brandi and Anthony Maniscalco
Bonnie and Gene Markowski
Maureen and Jeff Marston
Melanie and Thomas McGlade
Anne and Bruce Mcguire
Ann and Gordon McKee
Susan and John McKittrick
Wendy and Roger Megroz
Marcia Meinerth
Marjorie Merriam
Kathleen and James Millard
Elinor and Scott Miller
Ali and Doug Milne
Barry and Jim Moltz
Lois and Wid Moore
David and Erika Morris
Christine Munro
Caroline and Tony Murray
Gretchen and John Neff
Kim and Peter Nightingale
Janet and Tom O’Connor
Sue Okie
Janet and Jonathan Olmsted
Patty Palmer
June Penn
Peggy and Brian Peoples
Sybil Pugh

Goran and Melinda Puljic 
Suzanne Schutte and John Qua
Sallie and Dick Ramsden
George Ratcliffe
The Robinson Family
Nan and Ed Rondepierre
Lisa Gallagher and Greg Ruffa
Cindy and John Ryan
Sally and John Schlachtenhaufen
Sallie and Ken Schmidt
Mr. Jeffrey K. Scofield
Marigrace and Charles Scudder
Vicki Secrest
Sarah and Ted Seelye
Betsy and Sean Shay
Lynn and John Sheppard
The Shutts Family
Chris and Steve Simpson
Aileen and Dan Skolds
Hester and Ben Smith
Jan and Peter Smith
Linda and Philip Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Smolens
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Souders
Trish and Woody Spurgeon
Mary Anne and Robert Stelben
Kerry & Jed Stevens
Jayme and John Stevenson
Kelly Stewart
Leslie Sutton
Janet and Tom Taylor
Lisa and Peter Thoren
Gwynne and Alfred Tibbetts
Meg and Jim Tweedy
Alison and James von Klemperer
Barry Wallach
Susan and Renny Warren
Mr. & Mrs. William F. Waters
Alice and Gavin Watson
Linda Weaver
Margot and Tim West
Candy and Pete Wheelock

naturalist

Margot and Bob Anderson
Sharon and Bill Baird
Kim and Preston Bealle

Chris Bosak
Jane and John Branigan
Mrs. R.W. Burmester
Linda Burton
Susan Cameron
Carol Coutts
Brenda and Jim Crane
Abigail and Mark Crawley
Susan and Brian Curry
Maureen and Cyrus Deboo
Bettina and Peter Drummond-Hay
Ursula and Charles Forman
Deborah and Jack Gault
Jane and Shedd Glassmeyer
Ms. Jo Gleeson
Deb and Jim Goll
Lynne Gray
Dr. and Mrs. William L. Green
Marge and Bill Harrington
Monique and Wayne Hartunian
Mr. & Mrs. W. Kent Haydock
Pam and Tom Heckel
Ron Heinbaugh
Noelle and Doug Henderson
Louise Henderson
Nancy and Dave Herbert
Barbara Hough
Mr. & Mrs. L. Francis Huck
Kathleen Finnegan & Charlie Janson
Mr. & Mrs. J.Paul Johnson
Gail and Peter Johnson
Bonnie and Frank Jones
Rebecca and Robert Kling
Gil Lefferts
Carrie and Frank Maturo
Martin McNulty
Nina and  Dave Miller
Susan and Lee Morrison
Julie and Dan Murphy
Shirley & Carl Nichols
Vicki and Tim Nolan
Maria and Bill Orr
Alice Mae Orr
Cheryl Peters
Graham Powell
Lucy and Toby Rankin
Richard Riley
Janet and Bruce Sargent

Carolyn and Sam Schoonmaker
Lisa Shanahan
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Shergalis
Mary Ellen Quirk  &  Donn Smith
Elizabeth and Peter Sosnow
Nancy and John Stoetzer
Joan and Mark Streeter
The Middlesex Club, Inc.
Mrs. William A. Thorne
Mr. & Mrs. Wiliam C. Travers
Cordelia Ursone
Abbie Van Nostrand
Suzanne and Dick Wilsey
Lynne and Hank Wilson
Nancy and Bill Winship
Patty and Chris Young
Thomas Zoubek

Friend

Darcy and Jeff Ahl
Roy Anderson
Kathleen Cattano
Roger Cole
Joan and Bud Corning
Chris Cosden
Mr.& Mrs. Daniel K. Drake
Dawn Edgar
Roz and Harry Emmons
Sue and Den Frelinghuysen
Evelyn Jones
Sally and Frank Keen
William Mason
Nikos Nicopoulos
Ann Penrose
David Rabin
Hannah Rabin
Jane Schmidt
Dorothy Scott
Rodger Smith
Katherine Tan
Laurie Valandra
Sherry and Douglas Van Horne
Mr. & Mrs. William R. Van Loan, Jr.
Martha and Jan Van Nierop
Whole Foods
Gerry and Bob Woods

In Memory of Barbara Ann Baird
Mr. and Mrs. William Baird

In Memory of Betty Ann Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence B. Morris III

In Memory of Brendan Shay
Terry, Geri, Dylan & Caitlin Shay

In Honor of the Colby Family
Lisa and Peter Thoren

Memorial Gifts
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Community

Partnered with Nielsen’s 
on third annual St. 
Patrick’s Day Celebration, 
attended by 150 members 
of our community.

Worked alongside 
Eagle Scouts to develop 
conservation projects 
including the installation 
of purple martin boxes 
and a new trail system at 
Dunlap/Selleck’s Woods.

Stewardship

Planted Dogwood trees and native bushes at 
Waterbury Field (opposite Wee Burn) to launch the 
“Audubon at Home” project.

Opened trails at Dunlap/Selleck’s Woods just one 
week after Hurricane Sandy with the help of dozens 
of volunteers.

Reintroduced native plants and removed invasive 
species at Olson Woods, Dunlap Woods and 
Tokeneke.

Continued habitat restoration work at Nearwater 
Lane, Mather Meadows and Valley Forge. 

Spearheaded the installation of the new infiltration 
system and new sound barrier at the I-95 rest area 
adjacent to Dunlap Lake.

Land

Received a 
conservation 
easement as 
a buffer zone 
alongside Tokeneke 
Brook.

2012 - 2013 Highlights:

Education

Hosted 300 second grade students from Darien 
elementary schools in Dunlap/Selleck’s Woods for “Ferns, 
Fungus and Feathers” natural science program.

Continued a science pilot program for fourth graders from 
two elementary schools. 

Led nature walks for local nursery schools, Girl Scout and 
Boy Scout troops in Dunlap Woods.
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LINKS TO THE SOUND: Pathways to Recovery

President
Chris Filmer

Vice President
Flip Huffard

Treasurer
Bill Bohnsack

Secretary
Eileen Smith

Membership
Karen Calby

Board of Trustees
Robert Arrix
Chris Bosak

Hannah Burge
Ron D’Andrea

Polly Davis
Linda Ferguson

Den Frelinghuysen
Charles Goodyear

Thad Hall
Gordon Hough
Charles Janson

Dot Kelly
Eleanor McKay

Erika Morris
Kaye Ramsden

Mary M. Rooney
Amy Sarbinowski

Tom Spellane
Greg Willis

Executive Director
Shirley R. Nichols

The annual meeting is open to all and we hope 
everyone will join us again this year to receive an 
update on the recovery of Long Island Sound. 

Please join us at our Annual Meeting at 5pm on 
Sunday, November 10th at the Wee Burn Country 
Club.

This year we are very fortunate to have Curt 
Johnson as our speaker. Curt is the Executive 
Director of Save the Sound, a program of CT Fund 
for the Environment. Curt will provide a lens into 
the programs that are helping the restoration of 
Long Island Sound with particular emphasis on the 
Western Sound.

This year we will be saying farewell to four valued 
Trustees: Charlie Janson, Eleanor McKay, Mary 
Rooney and Greg Willis who have all contributed 
their time and energy to the Town’s open spaces. 
The DLT membership will then vote to elect a new 
Trustee, Katie Keith.

JOIN US FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING

IN THIS ISSUE: Annual Report, Accomplishments and more!
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